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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Amendments to claims 1,11, and 1 4 have been entered in the 
above-identified application. Claims 1-14 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying 
out his invention. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, 
because the specification, while being enabling for a laminated sheet for molding 
comprising: a film layer which comprises thermoplastic acrylic resin wherein the 
film layer is one of transparent or translucent; an intermediate layer which 
comprises a curable resin including at least one polyisocyanate compound and 
an acrylic resin having hydroxyl groups, wherein the curable resin is a cured 
material in a semi-cured state; and a decorative layer having a mirror metallic 
luster, wherein the decorative layer comprises a binder resin and fine metal 
grains obtained from a thin metal film having a diameter of 5 to 25 microns; 
wherein the layers are laminated in the order stated., does not reasonably 
provide enablement for a laminated sheet wherein the diameter of the fine metal 
grains is not recited. The specification does not enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make the 
invention commensurate in scope with these claims. 
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Page 15, Paragraph 2 of the instant Specification states that the "the 
thickness of the fine metal grains, which are obtained from a metal thin film, is 
preferably 0.01 to 0.1 microns, more preferably 0.02 to 0.08 microns, and even 
more preferably 0.02 to 0.045 microns. The diameter of the fine metal grains 
which is dispersed in the ink, is preferably 5 to 25 microns, and more preferably 
10 to 15 microns. If the grain diameter is less than 5 microns the brightness of 
the coating film becomes insufficient, and if the grain diameter is greater than 25 
microns it is difficult for the fine metal grains to orient in parallel, and therefore 
the brightness thereof is reduced, and clogging tends to be caused in a plate 
when ink is printed or applied by the gravure method or screen printing method". 
Hence, indicating that the diameter of the fine metal grains is critical to the 
invention. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 1 recites fine metal grains "selected from a group consisting of 
aluminum, gold, silver, copper, titanium, chromium, and nickel and obtained from 
grains of brass, nickel chrome and stainless steel. However, claim 1 1 recites an 
improper Markush group. Are the fine metal grains "selected from a group 
consisting of aluminum, gold, silver, copper, titanium, chromium, and nickel or 
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obtained from the group consisting of grains of brass, nickel chrome and 
stainless steel"? Appropriate correction or clarification is required. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -1 4 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to SHEEBA AHMED 
whose telephone number is (571)272-1504. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday from 8am to 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on (571)272-3186. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Sheeba Ahmed 

/Sheeba Ahmed/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



